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GWU Financial Aid Checklist
Step 1: FAFSA Application
•	 Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). You can also complete this on the 

myStudentAid. Be sure to include the George Washington University’s federal school code: 001444.
•	 Once the FAFSA has been processed by the GWU Financial Aid Office be sure to check any unsatisfied 

requirements posted on your GWeb account:
	Ɖ On the left-hand side click on the “Financial Aid Menu”
	Ɖ Click on “My Eligibility”
	Ɖ Select the appropriate award year from the drop-down menu and you should see it listed under 

“outstanding requirement” with directions on how to complete it.

Step 2: Direct Loan Counseling
•	 If you are interested in borrowing a Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan, once you have completed the 

FAFSA, you will also need to complete the Loan Agreement Master Promissory Note (MPN) and Loan 
Entrance Counseling at Studentaid.gov.

	Ɖ Navigate to the In School tab and select Complete a Loan Agreement (Master Promissory Note). 
Log in with your FSA ID and password, the same one that you use to log in to your FAFSA.

	Ɖ Return to Studentaid.gov; navigate to the In School tab and select Complete Loan Entrance 
Counseling. Again, you will log in with your FSA ID and password.

•	 Both the Entrance Counseling and MPN must be completed in order for funds to be disbursed to your 
student account with GW.

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://it.gwu.edu/gweb
https://studentaid.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/
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•	 Once all requirements have been satisfied, your loan award will be posted on your GWeb account. 
You can accept the full or partial amount or decline the amount. Once logged in, please follow the steps 
below to access your award:

	Ɖ Click on Student Financial Aid Menu
	Ɖ Click on My Award Information
	Ɖ Click on Award by Aid Year
	Ɖ Select 2020-2021 Financial Aid Year from the aid year drop-down menu
	Ɖ Click on the Accept Award tab on the top
	Ɖ You will see options to accept/decline loan funding and to enter the amount (if any) you wish 

to borrow.
If you decline any portion of the loan, you will be able to access those funds if needed, through the end 
of the academic year.
If you previously declined a loan or portion of a loan and would like to request the difference, please 
complete the Graduate Loan Questionnaire with the additional amount that you would like to borrow.

Step 3: Federal Direct Graduate PLUS Loan
If you are interested in borrowing additional federal loans, as long as you have a FAFSA on file, you can 
apply for the Federal Direct Graduate PLUS Loan. There is a credit check required to apply; approval or 
denial is based on your credit history. The maximum amount that you can borrow is up to the Cost of 
Attendance found on your GWeb account. 
If desired, apply for the Direct Graduate PLUS Loan at Studentaid.gov. On the In School tab, select Apply 
for Log in using your FSA ID and password:

https://it.gwu.edu/gweb
https://financialaid.gwu.edu/2019-2020-forms
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans/plus
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans/plus
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Step 4: PLUS Loan Master Promissory Note
•	 Once you have made the decision to apply for the Federal Direct Graduate PLUS Loan, complete the 

Direct PLUS Loan request. Log in with your FSA ID and password, the same one that you use to log in to 
your FAFSA.

	Ɖ If approved for the Direct Graduate PLUS Loan, complete a separate Loan Agreement (MPN).
	Ɖ If declined for the Direct Graduate PLUS Loan, you can re-apply with a co-signer (endorser) or 

appeal the denial through the Department of Education.

https://studentaid.gov/app/launchPLUS.action?plusType=gradPlus
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Step 5: Supplementary Loan Questionnaire
•	 In your order to request additional Graduate PLUS loan funds, please complete the Supplementary Loan 

Questionnaire:
	Ɖ Write out your name and GWID at the top
	Ɖ Check the “Federal Direct Graduate PLUS Loan” box and input the amount that you want to borrow.

	
 Please keep in mind that a loan fee applies to each disbursement, which will reduce the net 
loan amount. The current Direct PLUS Loan fee is 4.236%, For example, if you borrow $10,000 
in PLUS loans, you will receive $9,576.40 (loan minus the fee).

	
 Please keep in mind that a loan fee applies to each disbursement, which will reduce the net 
loan amount. The current Direct PLUS Loan fee is 4.236%, For example, if you borrow $10,000 
in PLUS loans, you will receive $9,576.40 (loan minus the fee).

	
 If you are borrowing for 2 semesters, please make sure that you double the loan. For example, 
if you want $5,000 for the fall and $5,000 in the spring make sure you borrow the total $10,000.

•	 In Section 2, choose the semester for which you would like the loan.
•	 Select where your courses are held.
•	 For the number of credits, please make sure you include the credits for all terms under the correct 

campus.
•	 Check “yes” for the last question: “If you will register for fewer than 4.5 credits in the fall or spring 

semesters, or less than 3 over the summer term, will you submit a Half-Time/ 
Full-Time Certification Request with your advisor?”

•	 To be on the safe side, please print and sign the form.

Once the form is complete, email to finaid_docs@gwu.edu and cc GWSPHfinaid@gwu.edu.
For any questions throughout the process, please reach out to the GWSPH financial aid office. We can be 
reached by calling 202-994-1950 or email GWSPHfinaid@gwu.edu. You can also request to schedule a 
30-minute appointment. A counselor will be available to answer any questions you have about the aid and 
billing process.

https://financialaid.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2151/f/downloads/1920_LQ.pdf
https://financialaid.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2151/f/downloads/1920_LQ.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans/interest-rates#are-there-any-fees-for-federal-student-loans
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans/interest-rates#are-there-any-fees-for-federal-student-loans
https://calendly.com/gwsphfinaid
https://calendly.com/gwsphfinaid

